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the only motive conceivable for the Absolute in its activity o(
cosmic manifestation.

This is too abstrusely philosophical a statement. But it
affords the ultimate background of existence lor human life.
The question may once again be asked, what is tile meaning of
life? Our answer can now be easily inferred from the above.
This life is an essential part of a total reality which is absolute
consciousness and delight. Thus in its ultimate potentiality tills
life is consciousness and joy.  Human life is, iurthcx at the
moment the highest term of the cosmic evolutionary process, the
previous stages of which are matter and life. Man, representing'
the manifestation of mind in evolution already anticipates the
next higher stage, which is that of supcrmind. Mind is analytical,
supermind, as affirmed on the basis of concrete Yog-ic experience
and also as an inference from mind and the general character ol
the evolutionary process, will be intuitive, comprehending thr
spiritual unity of all. Our present consciousness is egoistic, that
is, in the words of a great contemporary psychological authority.
C. G. Jung, it is characterised by 'cxclusivcncss, selection and
discrimination'. The next stage of supermind will be marked
by comprehensiveness, unity and identity. That gives evidently
the main purpose of our life and our endeavours and aspirations
will naturally draw their meanings from their relation to this
evolutionary purpose of our existence. The world, the stage of
human activity and the evolutionary drama of the S/K^IK^llID
AN AN DA, is surely real. It is the artistic creation of the self;

delight of the absolute consciousness. Lite and the world have
an earnest meaning in the self-expressing and sell-realising
activity of the ultimate reality. Sri Aurobindc/.s is, therefore,
no philosophy of life-negation and world-negation. Still it (Iocs
not want life at its animal or even human levels, but rattier at
the level or levels clearly indicated in the human, but yet only
partially realised. The whole evolution is involved in the labour
of forging ahead to the next higher stage, the super-rational or
super-human or the stage of superman. There is an unconscious
yoga or discipline working through all Nature, but hi man
consciousness becomes capable of being used intensively, so as
to expedite the realization of the next higher stu^c. Sri
Aurobindo's occupation with yoga has had just tins single object.
that of consciously and intensively preparing- the ground and
expediting through promoting a collective effort the realisation
of the superman stage on earth.

The word superman has many European associations
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